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Tour Update
Cancellations have slowed to a trickle, as 

destinations open up and travelers scratch 
an itch that has lasted for over a year. Here 
is the current list of canceled tours.

MAY

Yosemite
Hawaii (rescheduled for November)

Niagara Falls (rescheduled for September)
JUNE

Walla Walla/Pendleton
Cape Cod (rescheduled June 2022)

JULY – DECEMBER

Newfoundland (rescheduled Summer 2022)

Tours to Canada…
When Will the Border Open?

Canada  has  run  into  vaccine  issues, 

and  has  lagged  behind  the  United  States 
in  getting  shots  in  arms.  That,  combined 
with an outbreak of more easily transmitted 
strains  of  the  virus  hitting  unvaccinated 
citizens has led to higher numbers and has 
kept the border closed. 

Canada  is  very  dependent  on  tourism 
dollars.  We  think  the  vaccine  situation  will 
turn around quickly  in  the next 30-45 days 
and the border will reopen in early July. It’s 
just  our  best  professional  opinion.  If  that 
happens,  all  of  our  Canada  trips  should 
operate.  If  it doesn’t, we will deal with  it  in 
the  weeks  to  come.  If  you  are  scheduled 
to  travel  to Canada and have your shot(s), 
please hang in there for a little while longer. 
Our  tourism  friends  in  the north need your 
support (and we do too). This situation goes 
from good to bad and back  to good again 
fairly quickly.

We Are Using Email to 
Communicate More Often – 

Please Update Us
For  a  long  time,  we  lagged  behind 

our  peers  in  the  use  of  technology, 
particularly when it comes to sending email 
communications.  We  knew  at  one  point 
about  20%  of  our  travelers  didn’t  have 
email,  so  dragging  our  feet  made  sense. 
Now,  a  dozen  years  after  that  first  survey, 
the  number  of  you  without  email  is  about 
2-3%. COVID meant we  lost  the extra staff 
we needed to skip out on technology. It was 
time to move forward anyway.

You  may  have  noticed  we  are  sending 
more  emails.  If  you  haven’t  already,  you 

should make sure your browser/computer 

accepts mail from sportsleisure.com, 

so our updates don’t end up in your junk/

spam mail. If you have questions about this, 
call us and we will try and help.

We promise not to flood your mailbox with 
garbage. We rarely send out advertisements. 
We don’t share your information with anyone. 
We  don’t  “track”  you  on  line  or  otherwise 
bother you. It’s just not our style. 

But online communication is essential. 

If you haven’t shared your email address 

with us, please consider doing so. If you 
don’t  have an email  address, perhaps you 
have a traveling friend, or a grandchild who 
would  love  to  be  your  “Sports Leisure 

messenger?”  If  you  can’t  figure  out  a 
solution, give May Wong or myself a call at 
the office and we will figure it out together.

San Francisco Theater Update
Speaking  of  May,  she  is  the  lady  with 

the SF  theater connections,  so  let’s get an 
update from her on the shows. The Band’s 

Visit has been rescheduled for January 12 

and 19, 2022. Those booked have already 
been notified and moved. The new starting 
time  for afternoon matinees will be 1pm in 
San Francisco (previously 2pm, so you will 
leave and return an hour earlier).

Harry Potter and The Cursed Child has 
also  been  rescheduled.  The  new  date  is 
March 13, 2022. 

The Barber Pole, or Once Over Lightly
Information of importance 

to Sports Leisure Travelers…

Visit us on the web at:
www.sportsleisure.com
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Just One Man’s Opinion by Mark Hoffmann

106   january 2011  sacmag.com

SportS LeiSure VacationS
9812 old Winery place, Sacramento, ca 95827
(916) 361-2051
www.sportsleisure.com • travelguysradio.com

After working in the Mission Oaks Recreation and Park District, Mark Hoffmann founded Sports Leisure Vacations out of his Fulton Avenue apartment 
in 1979. Though Mark admits to ‘just sort of happening into it”, he found his niche in the retail tour business, enabling folks to achieve their travel 
dreams. Given the fact that Mark and his staff strive to exceed customer wants, they’ve been most successful in serving a niche of mature travelers, 
often those who need a little extra consideration. Sports Leisure Vacations assembles and operates custom tours and vacations of one to fifteen days 
in length, and can accommodate a wide variety of travel interests. Check out the website to see an amazing array of travel options. The company 
culture has centered around refusing to put profits ahead of service, and a mantra: “We love our travelers and they love us back.” It’s working- not 
only is the company thriving in its 32nd year, but community support and acknowledgement have resulted, including a prestigious award for contribu-
tions to the Arts from the Sacramento Arts and Business Council. For twenty years Sports Leisure has been an underwriter of KVIE Public Television. 
VP Clayton Whitehead has served on the KVIE Board and Mark was president of the National Tour Association in 2000. Mark and Tom Romano host 
the Travel Guys on KFBK, Sundays 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

SUCCESS STORIES—A SpECIAl AdvERTISIng SECTIOn

Here’s  the  challenge.  How  to  write  a 
column  which  explains  some  of  the  travel 
realities  right  now,  without  discouraging 
would be  travelers  from taking  to  the road. 
A  bit  of  a  high  wire 
act  perhaps,  we’ll 
know  800  words 
from now…

Maybe  this  is 
the  best  way  to 
begin.  If  you  are  a 
person  who  tends 
to  like  everything 
around  you  to  be 
just  the way you ordered  it, now might not 
be  the best  time  to  travel.  It helps  to have 
the middle initial “F” for “flexible” right now, 
because whether you are traveling in a small 
group or on a personal adventure, you are 
going to find things in “recovery” or perhaps 
a better word is “adventure” mode. 

Because  things  keep  changing,  as 
communities move up and down the COVID 
ladder, what’s here today might not be here 
tomorrow. That could work against you, but 
it  could  also  work  in  your  favor.  As  more 
people  are  vaccinated,  COVID  should be 
less of a factor by mid-June.

Our biggest challenge right now is places 
to eat on the road. Hotels and their included 
breakfasts  are  all  over  the  place.  Some 
have completely given up, some are doing 
“to  go”  bags,  some  are  trying  to  get  back 
to the full service their customers expect as 
soon  as  they  can.  Housekeeping  in  hotels 
has changed dramatically during COVID. In 
most  hotels,  housekeepers  do  not  go  into 
rooms during your stay. They will bring you 
extra towels etc., but won’t enter except by 
request. That means when you return from a 
day of touring, your bed isn’t made, and the 
towels  are  right  where  you  left  them.  Want 
more in room coffee? You might have to go 
down  to  the  front  desk  to  get  it.  Last  time 
I called my friend Doris Gray of  the Sutter 
House Hotel in downtown Sacramento, she 
didn’t have time to talk about hotels during 
COVID, because she was working the front 
desk!

Dining  while  traveling  is  our  biggest 

challenge  now.  Restaurants  with  serving 
and  capacity  restrictions  want  to  make 
sure  they  can  accommodate  their  regular 
customers.  They  also  don’t  know  exactly 

what the rules will be by the time our arrival 
date  rolls  around.  If  a  restaurant  can  only 
accommodate  us  for  outdoor  dining,  what 
happens if it rains (Rain, in California?) or is 
windy? What is the “Plan B”?

Such  is  our  world  right  now.  But  in  a 
strange way, it perhaps makes our services 
of greater value. Because  if we are finding 
problems  booking  the  kinds  of  things  that 
make  vacations  special,  you  can  bet  the 
public  in  general  is  having  some  of  the 
same  issues. This  just might be one of  the 
best times in recent history to have a good 
travel advisor or tour operator in your corner, 
putting  together  your  travels.  If  you  are 
traveling on your own, homework is the key 
word. Do it before you travel and continue it 
while you are traveling. Things change right 
now on a daily basis, and staying informed 
on  the  road  will  help  you  avoid  situations 
which will hinder your travels. 

H H H H H H H H

Fuel Surcharges
I mentioned on a  recent episode of The 

Travel Guys the  possibility  that  travelers 
might start seeing fuel surcharges. The price 
of gas/fuel has gone up dramatically over the 
last few months, and since there’s no way for 
bus companies, attractions, and others that 
utilize fuel to predict huge price swings like 
this,  you  may  see  some  surcharges.  They 
shouldn’t be huge, but they are likely to get 
passed on, because most travel companies 
are  not  in  a  position  to  absorb  additional 
costs right now. I know, based on previous 
conversations and agreements, that we are 
right up against those types of charges with 
many of our vendors/suppliers. Be assured 
we monitor any surcharges and make sure 
they go away when fuel prices drop.

H H H H H H H H

I  spoke  at  the  annual  Rural Nevada 

Tourism Conference  last week.  I  just  love 
seeing  and  talking  to  those  folks.  From 
Eureka  to  Tonopah  to  Goldfield  and  Ely, 
Nevada is full of great, off-the-beaten-track 

places.  We  are  working  on  a  couple  of 
“old  adventures  made  new”  for  next  year, 
including  a  remake  of  our  Nevada Ghost 

Towns adventure.  I’ll  be  taking a group  to 
Virginia City soon  and  Clayton  says  our 
Christmas  tour,  scheduled  for  Reno and 

Virginia City last year, will indeed visit those 
two destinations in December of this year. 

H H H H H H H H

Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  support.  In 
April, 50 people left on two tours, all 50 fully 
vaccinated. The phones have been ringing 
and we are building trips. You’ll find most of 
our holiday tours on these pages and we are 
planning Vacation Preview Day for August 

28th. Details will be in the next newsletter. 
Space on trips for the summer is limited, 

if you see something you like, get on it right 
away.  If  you are  looking  for  ideas, why not 
join  Scott Angeletti or  myself  and  go  see 
a  volcano  in  July! Scott  is going  to Crater 

Lake on an all-coach tour, and I’ll be taking 
a group of 15-20 to Mt. St. Helens!

And so it goes…

Mark Hoffmann, CTP

Owner/Founder

Postscript –  We  have  a  new  phone 
system and receptionist at SLV. Welcome 

Alistair! When he “answers” your call you 
have  to  decide  if  you  want  to  speak  to 
the front office or a specific staff member 
using the dial-by-name directory. During 
business hours most callers will dial 1 for 
reservations,  questions,  tour  payments, 
etc. After hours Alistair will give you other 
options.  We  actually  made  this  move 
to  improve  the  quality  of  our  internet 
service – nowadays it’s all  tied together. 
I hope  this small change doesn’t cause 
too  much  frustration  and  invite  your 
comments.

www.facebook.com/sportsleisure
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Clayton Place
Hello Friends!

I vaguely remember the story of Rip Van 
Winkle from my childhood. To the best of my 
recollection he lay down under a tree to take 
a  nap  and  slept  for 
40 years! Thankfully 
it’s  not  been  that 
long  since  the 
pandemic  began, 
but  I  do  rather  feel 
like  I’m  awaking 
from a long slumber. 
We  are  being  told 
it’s  safe  to  travel 
again  to  many  destinations,  and  more  are 
soon to reopen. Based on call volume over 
the  past  few  weeks  we  know  you,  like  us, 
are  ready  to hit  the  road again as soon as 
possible! 

Important Vaccination Update
We  share  the  excitement  many  of  you 

have  expressed  when  calling  in  to  tell  us 
about  your  having  received  the  COVID 
vaccine. Some of you have gone so far as to 
mail us a copy of your vaccination card. We 
appreciate  this,  but  truly  it’s  unnecessary. 
This  is  extremely  sensitive  information  and 
quite  frankly  we  don’t  have  the  facility  to 
store  it.  Also,  if  recorded  in  the  office,  this 
doesn’t help the Tour Director who is meeting 
you on  the curb at  the airport or at one of 
our  neighborhood  parking  locations.  It’s 
best to follow the plan outlined in the Health 
and Safety Protocols which you’ll be mailed 
in the final documents package before any 
departure  asking  that  you  present  your 
vaccination card (or negative results from a 
recent COVID test) to your Tour Director for 
inspection at the start of any tour. If you don’t 
want  to  risk  losing  or  damaging  your  card 
while traveling, show us a photo taken with 
the  camera  on  your  phone.  Don’t  laminate 
your card as it can cause damage.

Please  also  understand  that  provisions 
set forth in the Protocols are what you might 
call our minimum standards. Places we visit 
could  have  additional  requirements.  If  so 
you can rest assured you will be notified in a 
timely manner prior to travel.

Focus on Fall
Though  it’s  only  May,  it  appears  we’re 

going  to  be  in  for  another  long,  hot,  dry 
summer. I’m already looking forward to crisp 
days,  changing  leaves  and  traditions  that 
let  me  know  autumn  is  here.  Within  these 
pages  you’ll  find  listings  for  several  fall 
vacations new and old with space available. 
Full itineraries can be found on the website. 
Let me spotlight just a few:

Perhaps  no  destination  in  America  does 
autumn  better  than  New England,  and 
our  Fall Foliage Spectacular, departing 
October  3,  proves  the  point.  Highlights 
include three nights spent in lakeside cabins 
along the Vermont shore of Lake Champlain 
and  two  nights  at  Lake  Placid,  New  York, 
host of  the 1932 and 1980 Winter Olympic 
Games.

An extremely different fall experience can 
be found on The Mother Road, Route 66 in 

California, October 27-30. From the City of 
Wild  Burros,  Oatman  (so  we’ll  cheat  just  a 
little and visit Arizona, too), to Santa Monica 
Pier, our portion of the famed road is rich in 
nostalgia and appeal, if a bit quirky at times. 
Here’s my favorite part – you have the option 
of spending the night at the famed Wigwam 
Motel. So maybe the rooms are a little on the 
modest side, but you get to sleep in a real 
Wigwam! How cool is that?

Don’t miss Scott Angeletti’s  late October 
Spectacular Sedona in the New Vacations 
section.  If  there’s  a  more  beautiful  place 
in  the western  United  States  I  want  to  see 
it.  The  red  rocks  are  simply  breathtaking, 
and  that’s  just  the  beginning.  Before  Scott 
joined  our  team  I  used  to  plan  and  escort 
the Sedona tours. No, I’m not bitter.

Many  of  you  are  aware  of  my  long 
involvement  with  the  Sacramento  Historic 
City Cemetery. One of my favorite activities 
is performing  in our annual Lantern Tours 
which  are  always  in  mid  to  late  October  – 
this year 16-17 and 23-24. Many of you have 
expressed  an  interest  in  attending  in  the 
past,  but  tried  to  buy  tickets  only  to  learn 
none were available.  Indeed, our  tours are 
extremely popular (perhaps it’s the immense 
talent of the actors?), usually selling out within 

Proud members of the

a few hours of going online. You can receive 
notification  on  how  and  when  to  purchase 
tickets  and  help  a  worthwhile  cause  by 
joining the Old City Cemetery Committee. 
This is the non-profit organization tasked with 
fundraising  to  support  preservation  work 
and landscaping on the hallowed grounds. 
The  modest  membership  is  only  $30  for 
individuals and $40 for a family. Send me an 
e-mail and I’ll  forward you an application  if 
interested. Learn more about  the OCCC at 
www.HistoricOldCityCemetery.org.

All of us here at Sports Leisure Vacations 
remain  indebted  to  you,  our  travelers  and 
friends,  for  your  continued  support.  I  look 
forward  to  seeing  you  on  the  road  soon. 
Until then, I remain…

“Your Tour Guy,”

Clayton Whitehead, CTP

Vice President
clayton@sportsleisure.com

Fellow spirits David Van Dyken (L) and Judy 
Rodriguez join Clayton on a past tour.
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Hi Mark,

I was scheduled for the Skagit Tulip trip 
but was unable to go due to a medical issue. 
Since I will not receive the survey, I want to 
provide you with some comments regarding 
Chris. Really, I want to sing his praises. He 
puts so much effort into taking care of every 
aspect of his job.

For  this  trip  he  had  to  deal  with  me 
starting in February when discussion of the 
vaccination  requirement  came  up.  He  was 
patient  and  reassured  me  that  it  would  all 
work  out.  Then  about  a  week  before  the 
scheduled departure I ended up in the ER. I 
let him know and told him that even though 
my problem wasn’t fully resolved I expected 
to  be  able  to  go  on  the  trip.  But  wouldn’t 
you  know  it,  I  ended  up  in  the  ER  again 
Wednesday  night,  just  a  few  hours  before 
we were leaving. He took care of canceling 
the car service and very  likely  lots of other 
things that were required. Then he continued 
to text and call to see how I was doing while 
he  was  up  in  Washington  leading  the  tour 
and  after  the  group  returned.  He  also  let 
me  know  that  he  had  contacted  the  office 
to start the Cancellation Protection process. 
That  is something he could have left to me 
and I so appreciated his help.

Chris  is  truly  a  kind  and  caring  person. 
I’ve loved all the trips I’ve been on with him 
and look forward to many more. Sincerely,
Marilyn Kimble

P.S. – Special  thanks  to Chris, Mark and 
Tyler for the Zoom Bingo Games! They have 
been lots of fun (especially when I won).

Hello Sports Leisure,

Mark,  we  just  got  home  last  night  and  I 
had  to  tell  you 
what  a  wonderful 
trip  we  had  to 
Skagit Valley!

Chris took good 
care  of  us,  found 
us  some  great 
places to see and 
restaurants  to  eat 
at.  And  the  hotel 
was amazing. The  tulips he gave us when 

we got home was a nice touch. Thank you!
Diane Cummings

Hello again, Mark,

The March/April Sports Leisure Traveler 

was  part  of  the  mail  I  received  just  after  I 
sent off my email to you this afternoon. Just 
to  let you know,  the Baseball Dream Tour 

includes  parts  of  my  2  favorite  trips  I’ve 
experienced with Sports Leisure:

1. Negro Leagues Museum – I remember 
how  really  well  the  small  museum  and 
its  exhibits  were  presented  (just  like 
Cooperstown)  but  that  I  felt  rushed  and 
wanted to spend more time there.

2. Yogi Berra Museum – how great it was 
that Yogi Berra was there that day and spoke 
to our group. When he finished his remarks, 
chatted with our group, then walked toward 
the right rear of the auditorium to leave, he 
paused  to  watch  the  video  being  played. 
William  and  I  were  standing  in  front  of  the 
balcony seats, and he explained to us that 
he  wanted  to  see  which  video  was  being 
shown and then left.

About the Italy Cooks trip, and if you have 
time to watch TV, CNN is currently airing the 
“Stanley  Tucci:  Searching  for  Italy”  series. 
It’s mouth-watering great! Ciao,
Penn Yee

Hi Mark –

Since last year I whined at you about no 
Chocolate  Eggs  at  See’s;  this  year  I  am 
sending you a gift card for Easter Goodies 
for  you  and  your  staff.  I  was  sad  to  hear 
your report on the radio about the San Jose 
Fairmont  Hotel.  I  loved  that  placed  and 
stayed there a few times. Maybe it will turn 
into a Westin. The staff at the Fairmont were 
wonderful. 
Jan Bachich

Ed. Note: Rumor has it another hotel brand 
is  looking  at  the  Fairmont.  The  downtown 
San  Jose  hotel  has  been  a  centerpiece  of 
the  city  of  many  years.  COVID  caused  it 
to  join  the  list  of  famous hotels around  the 
country which  shuttered  their doors. Some 
will be back, sadly some will not.

 

Mark –

Happy  Spring  Training!  Thought  of  you 
when  I  saw  this  card.  Note  the  color  –  St. 
Louis Cardinal red, go Cardinals! Husband 
Tom and I are headed to STL for the first time 
since last fall. I’m a St. Louis native married 
to a native Californian. Sacramento and St. 
Louis are both riverboat towns… Be strong 
and well.
Cathy Eishen

Ed. Note: Thank you for the cool baseball 
card!

Dear Mark:

It is with regret I must withdraw my name 
from the Baseball Dream Tour. Good sense 
tells me the aging process may put this trip 
beyond my reach. I want you to know every 
trip taken with you and your staff has been 
a pleasure. Even your office staff has been 
wonderful to me. 

Your tours of North America have met my 
wonderlust.  I don’t have a  favorite, but  the 
Route 66 segments stand out. Georgia was 
special as Michele was with me and enjoyed 
the trip as she is so fond of President Carter. 
The  Freedom  Riders  stop  in  Alabama  was 
tragic but moving. 

I wish you continued success with Sports 

Leisure. With fondest best wishes, 
Betty Horsky

Ed. Note: Sounds  very  much  like  a 
retirement letter from a dear old friend. Betty 
has  been  a  traveler  for  more  years  than 
I  can  remember.  We  have  shared  a  lot  of 
ballgames  and  many  good  times.  Best  to 
you also Betty.

The Customers Always Write

If  you  have  a  comment,  suggestion, 
email Mark or Clayton at:

markslt@aol.com
clayton@sportsleisure.com



Sports Leisure Vacations / May and June 2021 5

Quick Laughs
•  Remember when you were little and you 

could just rip off your diaper and run 
around naked and everyone thought it 
was so cute and funny? Anyway, I need 
bail money…

•  Getting older is just one body part after 
another saying, “Ha ha, you think that’s 
bad?” Watch this.”

•  Do you ever get up in the morning and 
look at yourself in the mirror and think… 
that can’t be accurate…

•  St. Peter’s Anglican Church marquee: 
Thou shalt wear a mask – Hygenesis 
20:20

•  “Learn from yesterday, live for today, look 
to tomorrow, rest this afternoon.” Charles 
M. Schulz, creator of “Peanuts”

Two Horses
Just up the road from my home is a field 

with two horses in it. From a distance, each 
looks like every other horse. But if you stop 
your car,  or are walking by,  you will  notice 
something quite amazing.

Looking  into  the  eyes  of  one  horse  will 
disclose  that  he  is  blind.  If  nearby  and 
listening, you will hear  the sound of a bell. 
Looking around for the source of the sound, 
you will  see  that  it comes  from  the smaller 
horse in the field. Attached to her halter is a 

The Human Side Learn, Laugh, Reflect

small bell. It lets her blind friend know where 
she is, so he can follow her.

As you stand and watch these two friends, 
you’ll  see  how  she  is  always  checking  on 
him, and  that he will  listen  for her bell and 
then  slowly  walk  to  where  she  is,  trusting 
that  she  will  not  lead  him  astray.  When 
she  returns  to  the shelter of  the barn each 
evening,  she  stops occasionally  and  looks 
back,  making  sure  her  friend  isn’t  too  far 
behind to hear the bell.

Sometimes we are the blind horse being 
guided by the little ringing bell of those who 
God places in our lives. Other times we are 
the guide horse, helping others see. Good 
friends  are  like  this.  You  don’t  always  see 
them, but you know  they are always  there. 
Please  listen  for  my  bell  and  I’ll  listen  for 
yours.

Today’s Chuckle
A  preacher  was  making  his  rounds  on 

a bicycle, when he came upon a  little boy 
trying to sell a lawn mower.

“How much do you want  for  the mower,” 
asked  the  preacher?  “I  just  want  enough 
money  to  go  out  and  buy  a  bicycle,”  said 
the little boy.

After  a  moment  of  consideration,  the 
preacher  asked,  “Will  you  take  my  bike  in 
trade for it?”

Friends We Have Lost…
A final  farewell  to our  traveling  friends. 

If  you  know  of  someone  who  should  be 
remembered here, please contact May or 
Mark at our office.

Ed Pratt

Robert C. Hall

The  little boy asked  if he could  try  it out 
first, and after riding the bike around a little 
while  said,  “Mister,  you’ve  got  yourself  a 
deal.”

The preacher took the mower and began 
to  crank  it.  He  pulled  on  the  rope  a  few 
times with no response from the mower. The 
preacher called the little boy over and said, 
“I can’t get this mower to start.”

The  little  boy  said,  “That’s  because  you 
have  to  cuss  at  it  to  get  it  started.’”  The 
preacher  said,  “I  can’t  cuss.  It’s  been  so 
long since I became a Christian that I don’t 
even remember how to cuss.”

The  little  boy  looked  at  him  happily  and 
said, “You just keep pulling on that rope. It’ll 
come back to you.”

Roses for Mama
A man stopped at a flower shop to order 

some flowers to be wired to his mother who 
lived two hundred miles away. As he got out 
of his car he noticed a young girl sitting on 
the curb sobbing. He asked her what was 
wrong  and  she  replied,  “I  wanted  to  buy 
a  red  rose  for  my  mother.  But  I  only  have 
seventy-five  cents,  and  a  rose  costs  two 
dollars.”

The  man  smiled  and  said,  “Come  on 
in with me.  I’ll buy you a  rose.” He bought 
the  little girl  her  rose and ordered his own 
mother’s  flowers.  As  they  were  leaving  he 
offered the girl a ride home. She said, “Yes, 
please!  You  can  take  me  to  my  mother.” 
She directed him to a cemetery, where she 
placed the rose on a freshly dug grave.

The  man  returned  to  the  flower  shop, 
canceled  the  wire  order,  picked  up  a 
bouquet and drove two hundred miles to his 
mother’s house. The power of the love of a 
child.

Have a coin collection, an estate sale of coins or 
 just a bag or a box of old coins?

Mark is happy to appraise them for you, and in most cases, make an offer to purchase 
your treasures. There is no charge for the appraisal and no obligation. All US and Canadian 
coins can be appraised, and some foreign coins. Call and make 
an appointment  to have your coins checked out.  If  you have a 
large or heavy collection, Mark can visit your home.

For US coins to have value, generally, $1 coins need to be 1935 
or before; Halves, quarters and dimes before 1965, nickels before 
1946, pennies before 1940. There are some exceptions like proof 
and mint sets and special issue coins.

Tips: Never clean your coins or alter them in any way. Never throw 
away any packaging, especially from the mint. That packaging is 
part of the coin’s value. Never purchase coins that are being sold on television. They are 
ALWAYS seriously overpriced. If you see something on TV you’d love to have, call Mark 
and let him find it for you at a reasonable value.
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Daycations & Theatre Outings
Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame

A’s Games
Sunday, July 4

Boston Red Sox – $155

Saturday, August 28

 New York Yankees – $155

Giants Games
Sunday, May 23

Los Angeles Dodgers – $149

Thursday, June 17

Arizona Diamondbacks – $139

Sunday, June 27

Oakland A’s – $149

All  seats  are  located  in  the  lower level 

of  each  stadium.  Currently,  seating  is 
spaced  in  pods  of  at  least  two  seats.  We 
cannot  guarantee  all  seats  will  adjoin  for 
parties  of  more  than  two  travelers.  We  will 
seat  you  as  close  together  as  possible. 
Package includes game ticket, motorcoach 
transportation,  refreshments  en  route  and 
the  services  of  a  Sports Leisure Tour 
Director.  Refreshments  include  packaged 
snacks, bottled water, and beer or a glass 
of wine on the return trip. Coffee service has 
not resumed on board the motorcoach. 

As  of  press  time  all travelers must 
PROPERLY wear a mask while on the 

coach and inside the ballparks. Travelers 
who  do  not  properly  wear  a  mask  will  be 
asked to comply. If they do not comply, we 
will take further action including notifying the 
Highway Patrol and removing them from the 
motorcoach.  Wearing a mask on public 

transportation is currently the law. Please 
be advised bandannas and neck gaiters are 
not considered acceptable masks. A copy 
of  the Health and Safety Protocols in  force 
on  the  date  of  your  travel  will  be  included 
in  the  final  documents  package.  You 
can  review  our  current  list  of  protocols  at
www.sportsleisure.com. 

 
My Fair Lady
Golden Gate Theatre, San Francisco
Wednesday, November 3, 2021

The  most  recent  Broadway  revival  of 
Lerner & Lowe’s beloved musical is headed 

our  way  later  this  year!  Eliza  Doolittle,  a 
young Cockney flower  seller, becomes  the 
“student”  of  linguistics  professor  Henry 
Higgins.  He’s  determined  to  transform  her 
into his idea of a proper lady, but in the end 
who is really transformed? You’ll be singing 
along  with  the  classic  score  featuring  “I 
Could  Have  Danced  All  Night,”  “The  Rain 
in Spain” and “Wouldn’t It Be Loverly.” $205

The Band’s Visit
Golden Gate Theatre, San Francisco
Wednesday, January 12 or 19, 2022

Winner  of  the  2018  Tony  Award  for  Best 
Musical (plus 9 others), this is a delightfully 
offbeat story, set in a town that’s way off the 
beaten path,  in which a band of musicians 
arrive  unexpectedly  from  out  of  the  blue. 
Under  the spell of  the desert  sky and with 
beautiful  music  perfuming  the  air,  the 
encounter enlivens the town in unexpected 
and  tantalizing  ways.  The Band’s Visit 
rejoices in the way music can bring together 
the most unlikely strangers who only a  few 
hours later part as friends. $190 

Harry Potter and 
The Cursed Child
Curran Theatre, San Francisco
Sunday, March 13, 2022

The eighth story in the series and the first 
to be presented on stage, Harry Potter and 
The Cursed Child opened in 2016 in London 
and on Broadway  in 2018.  It was  the most 
celebrated show of  those seasons winning 
a combined 25 awards on each side of the 
pond including 6 Tonys. The story is written 
in  two  parts  and  takes  place  with  Harry 
now an employee of  the Ministry of Magic, 
a  husband  and  father  of  three  school-age 
children. There are some amazing surprises 
in  this  show  (but  JK  Rowling  has  secured 
a  promise  from  us  not  to  reveal  anything 
until  you  see  the  show).  The  trip  includes 
a  snack  box  on  the  way  to  San  Francisco 
for Part One’s 1p.m. curtain. An early dinner 
is  included  before  Part  Two  starts  at  6:30. 
Everyone is invited to wear their Harry Potter 
apparel  and  accessories.  And  don’t  forget 
to bring your wands! $415 

Special Announcement
You may find something is conspicuous 

by  its  absence  here  on  the  Daycations 
page  –  Daycations!  Our  longtime 
colleague  and  friend  Patricia Hansen, 
our  resident  “Queen  of  the  Daytrip,”  is 
off on a sabbatical. We are in urgent and 
immediate need of someone to take the 
reins  on  this  important  tour  segment  in 
our overall calendar of offerings. 

We’ve come to you – our travelers – in 
the  past  and  had  good  success  filling 
positions, for who knows better than you 
what we do and how we like it done? Do 
you have knowledge of local and regional 
museums,  gardens,  special  events, 
restaurants,  etc?  Are  you  a  good  time 
and  money  manager?  Have  you  ever 
been on a trip and said to yourself, “this 
was really great, but maybe adding this 
or that could make it so much better”?

This is a part-time in-office position that 
would require coming in one or two days/
week. The goal would be to produce one 
or  two  Daycations/week  in  the  spring, 
summer,  fall  and  around  the  holidays; 
less in January and February. In addition 
to  planning,  you  would  write  up  brief 
descriptions of each trip for publication in 
newsletters  and  advertisements.  Ideally 
you  have  computer  confidence  and 
can  learn our database and  reservation 
management system – it’s easy! If I could 
learn  it,  you  can,  too!  Whereas  we  are 
primarily  looking  for  a  tour  planner,  if 
tour  directing  interests  you  –  actually 
escorting some of the trips you plan – it is 
certainly negotiable.

I’m not  looking  for  a  fancy  resume or 
even an application.  If  this  interests you 
at  all  (or  a  friend,  neighbor  or  family 
member) give me a call at 916-361-2051 
and let’s begin with a chat. I am in most 
weekdays  from 9  to 3.  I  look  forward  to 
hearing from YOU soon!

Clayton Whitehead

Vice President  
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The Tour Calendar (Previously Announced)

Highway 101 – The Oregon 
Coast, Berry Nice
The most spectacular coastline in America, 
a fly/coach tour
6 Days • June 20-25 

H Highlights H

•  Fly to Portland, returning by coach to 
Sacramento

•  Overnight Eureka, 2 nights Coos Bay, 
overnights in Newport and Beaverton

•  A very berry experience – learn how the 
marionberry was created, very berry 
milkshakes included

•  Narrated cruise on Newport Harbor; 
upscale dining in town

•  Scenic drive along the Oregon Coast
•  Great local stops – Tillamook Smoker & 

Creamery, Cranberry Sweets
•  Washed Ashore – Saving the ocean one 

piece of junk at a time
•  Shore Acres State Park – awesome 

ocean views
•  Redwood National Park
•  Drive through “The Avenue of the 

Redwoods” near Eureka, more of the 
majestic trees

•  Door-to-door service
•  2450/2800 Gold Passport Points

$2450 p.p./dbl.occ., $2760 single 

The Best of the Dakotas
Theodore Roosevelt National Park, Mt. 
Rushmore and Crazy Horse
8 Days • June 20-27 A

H Highlights H

•  Relive the passion and excitement of 
the Western Expansion with the Medora 
Musical

•  Get a sense of the wide-open plains 
of North Dakota, with roaming herds of 
buffalo and wild horses during your visit 
to Theodore Roosevelt National Park

•  Experience the grandeur of Crazy Horse 
National Monument as you stand on 
the carving, viewing the lands of Crazy 
Horse’s people

•  Visit Mt. Rushmore, both during the day 
and at night, for a patriotic tribute to the 
United States

•  Thrill to the beauty of the Black Hills as 

you ride in jeeps across the hills – this is 
truly the where buffalo roam and antelope 
play

•  Roundtrip airfare to Rapid City, SD/from 
Bismarck, ND

•  15 meals: 7 full breakfasts, 6 lunches, 
2 dinners

•  Door-to-door airport service
•  3350/3800 Gold Passport Points

$3350 p.p./dbl.occ., $3795 single 

Markets and A Mountain
An Oregon-Washington getaway: two 
summer markets & Mt. St. Helens
3 Days • July 1-3 A

H Highlights H

•  2 nights at the Hilton Vancouver, WA – a 
beautiful hotel, across from a city park 
and next to site of the Farmer’s Market

•  Lunch overlooking the Columbia River
•  Get a Lewis & Clark/Hudson Bay Co. 

history lesson at Fort Vancouver, a 
National Park site

•  See vintage aircraft at the Pearson Air 
Museum

•  Day tour to Mt. St. Helens National 
Volcanic Monument 

•  Browse the Portland Saturday Market 
and the Vancouver Farmer’s Market on 
departure day – bring your treasures 
home!

•  4 meals: 2 full breakfasts, 1 lunch, 
1 dinner

•  Door-to-door airport service
•  Roundtrip airfare to Portland
•  1300/1450 Gold Passport Points

$1265 p.p./dbl.occ., $1410 single 

Crater Lake and the 
Umpqua National
Scenic Byway 
Featuring natural scenic wonders in Oregon
6 Days • July 3-8

H Highlights H

•  Visit Crater Lake National Park
•  Up close animal encounters at Wildlife 

Safari
•  Hellgate Jet Boat tour
•  Stay in the charming town of Ashland
•  Deluxe motorcoach transportation

•  11 meals: 5 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 
1 dinner

•  Door-to-door service
•  2000/2300 Gold Passport Points

$1995 p.p./dbl.occ., $2285 single 

Pure Michigan: Mackinac 
and the UP – Isn’t it Grand?
Explore the magnificent Keweenaw 
Peninsula and Mackinac Island
8 Days • August 6-13 A

H Highlights H

•  2 nights at Mackinac’s famous Grand 
Hotel, tour by horse and carriage

•  2 nights Houghton, Keweenaw National 
Historic Park – home of the largest 
copper strikes in the world

•  2 nights Marquette on the shores of Lake 
Superior

•  1 night Green Bay – Go Packers! Tour 
Lambeau Field

•  Shipwreck cruise on Lake Superior by 
glass bottom boat

•  18 meals: daily breakfast, 5 lunches, 
6 dinners

•  Door-to-door service
•  Roundtrip airfare to Green Bay/from 

Traverse City
•  4100/4800 Gold Passport Points

Three  seats  have  opened  up  on  this 
sought-after  adventure  (previously  it  had 
been  sold  out  since  November).  If  you’ve 
always  wanted  to  visit  Mackinaw  Island 
and  stay  at  its  famous  hotel,  this  is  your 
opportunity. Clayton  is  the Tour Director as 
you explore truly off-the-beaten-track spots 
in Michigan’s UP (Upper Peninsula).

$4075 p.p./dbl.occ., $4780 single

Cruising the 
St. Lawrence River 
Relax as the Canadian Empress weaves 
through the islands
9 Days • August 15-23 A

The Canadian Empress is a grand ship 
built  in  the  classic  steamboat  style  with  a 
warm and friendly personality. Her interior is 
designed  in  early  heritage-style with brass 
and  elaborate  furnishings,  recapturing  the 
grace  and  charm  of  the  early  1900’s.  The 
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crew  is  committed  to  providing  a  relaxing 
and  comfortable  experience,  regaling  the 
elegance  of  the  early  era  of  cruising,  as 
the ship plies the waters of the magnificent 
St. Lawrence River.

The cruise  features daily attractions with 
included  shore  excursions,  complimentary 
domestic beer and wine with meals, nightly 
entertainment and a never ending supply of 
inspiring river scenery.

This package includes Sports Leisure’s 

signature  door-to-door  service,  roundtrip 
airfare to Toronto/from Montreal, daily shore 
excursions  and  sightseeing  activities,  21 
meals  (6FB,7L,8D),  accommodations  pre- 
and  post-cruise  in  addition  to  shipboard 
stateroom;  and  the  services  of  a  Sports 

Leisure Tour Director. Stateroom amenities, 
and pricing vary with cabin category. 

St. Lawerence Class Staterooms:

$5185 p.p./dbl.occ., $6405 single

Ottawa Class Staterooms:

$5460 p.p./dbl.occ.

5200/6450/5500 Gold Passport Points

This vacation requires a valid passport! 

Niagara Falls,
Naturally Awesome!
Your room overlooks The Falls A

5 Days • September 13-17

H Highlights H

•  4 nights Embassy Suites Fallsview – 
premium views of Niagara Falls – daily 
breakfast & evening cocktails included

•  Take a Journey Behind the Falls & sail to 
the base of Horseshoe Falls

•  Enjoy the IMAX Presentation & Daredevil 
Museum, ride the Whirlpool Aero Cars 

•  Stroll the boutiques of Niagara-on-the-
Lake; visit the Niagara Botanical Gardens 
& Butterfly Conservatory

•  Sample “ice wine,” an uniquely Niagara 
Region product

•  Visit the Welland Canal, a shipping lane 
connecting Lake Ontario & Lake Eerie

•  7 meals: 4 full breakfasts, 1 lunch, 
2 dinners

•  Door-to-door service
•  Roundtrip airfare to/from Buffalo
•  2650/2900 Gold Passport Points

$2620 p.p./dbl.occ., $2895 single 

This vacation requires a valid passport!

Capitol Reef National 
Park and Monument Valley
Featuring three nights at the new 
Dwellings Resort in Bluff Utah
6 Days • September 16-21 A E

H Highlights H

•  Tour Monument Valley with a Navajo guide
•  Explore both the Valley of the Gods and 

Capitol Reef National Park in a 4x4 jeep
•  Stand in four states at once at the Four 

Corners Monument
•  Door-to-door airport service 
•  Roundtrip air to Durango/from Salt Lake 

City
•  12 meals: 5 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 

2 dinners
•  3300/3700 Gold Passport Points

$3280 p.p./dbl.occ., $3685 single 

Rails Around Colorado A

Three scenic train rides during fall foliage
7 Days • September 26 – October 2

H Highlights H

•  Three scenic trains: Royal Gorge, 
Cumbres & Toltec, Durango & Silverton

•  Royal Gorge Bridge and Park
•  Fly high above Telluride on a gondola 

ride
•  11 meals: 3 breakfasts, 3 full breakfasts, 

5 lunches
•  Roundtrip airfare to Denver/from Durango
•  Door-to-door airport service
•  3900/4300 Gold Passport Points

$3865 p.p./dbl.occ., $4270 single 

New England Fall Foliage 
Spectacular
Our annual expedition takes a new turn this 
year – to Lake Placid!
7 Days • October 3-9 A

H Highlights H

•  Visit 3 New England states!
•  NH: Canterbury Shaker Village and 

Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site
•  3 nights in lakeside cabins on Lake 

Champlain
•  VT: Shelburne Museum, Trapp Family 

Lodge and Ben & Jerry’s
•  2 nights in Lake Placid
•  NY: Lake Placid Olympic sites, Ausable 

Chasm, John Brown Farm
•  12 meals: 6 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 

5 dinners
•  Door-to-door service
•  Roundtrip air into Manchester/out of 

Albany
•  4100/4650 Gold Passport Points

$4095 p.p./dbl.occ., $4620 single

The Albuquerque Int’l
Balloon Fiesta 
Featuring upgraded reserved seating in the 
Chasers Lounge and Gondola Club
5 Days • October 5-9

H Highlights H

•  3 balloon events: Balloon Glow, Special 
Shapes and Mass Ascension

•  Upgraded seating in the Chasers Lounge 
& Gondola Club
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•  Ride the Sandia Peak Tramway
•  Tour the Turquoise Museum
•  Rio Grande Arts and Crafts Festival
•  Door-to-door airport transportation 
•  Roundtrip air to/from Albuquerque
•  8 Meals: 4 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 

1 dinner
•   2550/2850 Gold Passport Points

$2545 p.p./dbl.occ., $2835 single 

Hidden Gems of the
Ozark Mountains 
Featuring entertainment in Branson, 
Missouri 
6 Days • October 22-27 A

H Highlights H

•  5 nights at the beautiful Hilton 
Convention Center Hotel 

•  Fantastic Caverns Tour
•  Top of the Rock Ozark Heritage Preserve
•  Private Murder Mystery – Titanic Museum 
•  Dogwood Canyon Scenic Wildlife Tram
•  See Jesus at the Sight & Sound Theatre
•  Musical Shows: Yakov Smirnoff, The 

Presley’s and the Hughes Brothers 

•  Lunch and time on the Santa Monica Pier
•  7 meals: 1 breakfast, 1 full breakfast 

 3 lunch, 2 dinners
•  Door-to-door home pick-up
•  Roundtrip non-stop flights, to Las Vegas /

from Burbank
•  1250/1450 Gold Passport Points

$1245 p.p./dbl.occ., $1440 single

Newfoundland
Featuring rugged coastlines, quiet beauty 
and friendly folks 
Summer 2022 A

We  have  decided  to  postpone  our 
Newfoundland  trip  until  2022.  It’s  a  long 
ways  to  go  and  many  of  the  destinations 
are remote. There is no certainty these small 
towns  will  be  up  to  handling  tourists  this 
season.  Newfoundland  is  a  special  place, 
and  it’s expensive, so  let’s wait a year and 
do it right.

Place your name on the Priority 

Notification List for more information.

This vacation requires a valid passport!

•  Door to door airport transportation 
•  Roundtrip air to/from Springfield, MO
•  9 meals: 4 breakfasts, 1 brunch, 1 lunch, 

3 dinners
•  3400/3650 Gold Passport Points

$3355 p.p/dbl.occ., $3645 single 

The Mother Road, L

Route 66 in California 
From Needles to the Santa Monica Pier
4 Days • October 27-30

H Highlights H

•  Visit Oatman, AZ, one of the most unique 
towns on the entire route

•  Overnights in Needles, San Bernardino, 
Hollywood

•  Your opportunity to “sleep in a teepee” at 
the Wigwam Motel (optional)

•  See Elmer’s Bottle Tree Ranch
•  Attend “class” at the historic desert 

schoolhouse in Goffs, Patton trained here
•  Visit the McDonald’s Museum and hear 

the founding brothers’ story
•  Drive past the famous “Paramount 

Gates”

New Vacations & Getaways
Comedy Theater at
Lake Tahoe 
Limited space available on this endearing 
irreverent overnighter!
2 Days • July 22-23 or August 5-6

1. This  trip  was  originally  scheduled  as 
Mamma Mia! at Lake Tahoe, however, due 
to  production  challenges  The  Lake  Tahoe 
Shakespeare  Festival  has  shifted  gears. 
Instead  you’re  invited  to  enjoy  a  rollicking 
production  of  The Complete Works 

of William Shakespeare (Abridged). 

Described as “A Riotously Irreverent Romp,” 
three  ambitious  actors,  clad  in  “classic” 
Converse  tennis  shoes and armed with an 
outrageous  assortment  of  outerwear  and 
props, cram the Bard’s entire canon of plays 
(and  sonnets!)  into  an  evening  of  sheer 
Elizabethan-esque  ecstasy.  At  a  lightning-
pace  you’ll  speed  through  the  greatest 
plays of all  time  in  two hours of uproarious 
laughter. Perhaps The Today Show captured 
its spirit best: “If you like Shakespeare, you’ll 

like  this  show.  If  you  hate  Shakespeare, 
you’ll  love this  show!”  Mark  and  Clayton 
have  both  seen  it,  saying  it’s  one  of  the 
funniest  shows  they’ve  ever  witnessed  on 
Broadway! “Two hours of slapstick comedy,” 
were  Mark’s  words.  Staged  in  a  beautiful 
lakeside amphitheatre, the scenery alone is 
worth  the  price  of  admission!  Lake Tahoe 

Resort (L)

2. After  breakfast  travel  to  Zephyr  Cove 
where  you’ll  board  the  MS Dixie II for  a 
cruise  aboard  an  authentic  paddlewheeler 
on the largest fresh water lake in the Sierra 
Nevada.  A  light  deli  lunch  is  included 
onboard. (FB,L) 

This  overnight  package  includes  resort 
accommodations,  roundtrip  motorcoach 
transportation,  3  meals  (1FB,1L,1D), 
theatre  ticket,  cruise and  the services of a 
Sports Leisure Tour Director. 700/800 Gold 
Passport Points

$655 p.p./dbl. occ., $765 single

Spectacular Sedona 
Rest well with four nights at the
Hilton Sedona Resort A

5 Days • October 31- November 4

1.  Fly  direct  to  Phoenix  on  Southwest 
Airlines. Pause for lunch in Scottsdale before 
the  drive  to  Sedona  and  your  hotel  home 
that  boasts  stunning  indoor  and  outdoor 
public spaces complete with a pool and hot 
tub. Hilton Sedona Resort – 4 nights (L)

2.  Start  off  the  day  with  a  trolley  tour 
to  the  Chapel  of  the  Holy  Cross  and  the 
Mexican-style Village of Tlaquepaque. This 
afternoon  you  may  choose  to  browse  the 
shops  Uptown  or  take  an  optional  2-hour 
jeep tour into the Red Rock Range (defined 
as  “mellow”)  or  Broken  Arrow  (“off  road, 
very bumpy, awesome views and exciting”). 
A  letter  will  be  sent  with  your  Tour  Invoice 
describing  the options and pricing. Please 
let  us  know  your  choice  once  you  receive 
your  confirmation.  Enjoy  a  Mexican  dinner 
tonight. Olé! (FB,D)
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See the back page for 
Early Payment Discounts

3.  Learn  why  Arizona  is  nicknamed  The 
Copper State  during  a  tour  of  the  Copper 
Museum  combining  history  and  stunning 
artifacts.  Then  climb  aboard  the  Verde 
Canyon Railroad on a fall foliage excursion. 
Under brilliant blue skies, the red rock cliffs 
are alive with amber and gold Cottonwood 
and Sycamore trees along the Verde River. 
(FB,L)

4. Head  north  up  scenic  Oak  Creek 
Canyon  for  a  spectacular  drive  along  the 
river  with  towering  red  rock  views  and 
colorful  fall  foliage. Return  to Tlaquepaque 
for a fabulous lunch with free time to follow. 
Wander  through  courtyards,  under  stone 
arches and amid lush gardens while viewing 
the White Sycamore trees changing colors. 
(FB,L)

5. Return to Phoenix this morning for your 
return flight home. (FB,L)

This  4-night  package  includes 
accommodations,  airfare,  motorcoach 
transportation,  home pick-up and  return,  9 
meals  (4FB,4L,1D),  train  ride,  trolley  tour, 
activities and attractions as  listed,  and  the 
services of a Sports Leisure Tour Director. 
2550/2850 Gold Passport Points

$2520 p.p./dbl.occ., $2850 single

Thanksgiving in New York
Our annual holiday celebration returns… 
we think!
6 Days • November 21-26 E

So  here’s  what  we  know:  We  have  air, 
motorcoach  and  hotel  reservations  at 
the  Marriott  Marquis  on  Times  Square! 
Here’s  what  we  think:  The  Macy’s  Parade 
is  currently  scheduled  to  roll  down  6th 
Avenue  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  The  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  Christmas Spectacular is 
accepting  reservations and we’re excellent 
holding  seats.  Here’s  what  we  don’t  know: 
When  Broadway  shows  will  resume  (nor 
what  shows  or  their  schedules)  and  when 
restaurants  will  resume  taking  group 
bookings. Clearly there are some pretty big 
unknowns as of our press date. 

Are you interested? Would you like to know 
more?  If  your  answer  is  YES  please  place 
your name on the Priority Notification List 

by sending an e-mail to res@sportsleisure.

com (be sure to include your name, the trip 
name and the number  in your party – we’ll 
reply  when  your  request  is  processed)  or 
you can certainly call the office. We will keep 
you posted as details become available.

Christmas in Victoria
European charm close to home
4 Days • December 1-4 A

Kick  off  the  holidays  in  Victoria,  B.C. 
following twinkling lights from shop to shop! 
Artisans  bring  a  wide  range  of  unique 
offerings.  You’re  sure  to  find  a  must-have 
item! Sip The Queen’s Tea at  the Empress 
Hotel.  Visit  Butchart  Gardens  aglow  with 
holiday  spirit,  with  dinner  served  in  the 
family  home.  Tour  the  Legislative  Building. 
Relive  Christmas  traditions  at  the  Royal 
BC Museum. There is plenty of free time to 
personalize  your  experience.  Celebrate  in 
the  quaint,  lively  little  city  along  the  Inner 
Harbour while sleeping well in the centrally-
located Chateau Victoria – 3 nights.

$2200 p.p./dbl.occ., $2360 single

Solvang & The Apple Farm
Two incredibly special holiday destinations 
in one trip
4 Days • December 1-4 L

The Apple Farm Inn in San Luis Obispo is 
arguably the most popular accommodation 
in  Sports Leisure history.  It  just  feels  like 
grandma’s  house.  Known  for  fine  food, 
comfy rooms and a gift shop full of goodies, 
it’s easy to see why it’s so popular. After an 
overnight stay  it’s on  to  the Danish Capital 
of  America,  Solvang,  where  their  Danish 
Christmas celebration is in full swing. You’ll 
find colorful  shops packed with  festive gift 
ideas,  and  bakeries  full  of  butter  cookies 
and pastries that melt in your mouth (in case 
you want to treat yourself). We’ll make sure 
you get  to  learn about and participate  in a 
host of Scandinavian Christmas traditions!

This  3-night  package  includes 
accommodations,  motorcoach  transpor-
tation,  home  pick-up  and  return  and  7 
meals.  Place  your  name  on  the  Priority 

Notification List by  sending  an  e-mail  to 
res@sportsleisure.com (be sure to include 
your name, the trip name and the number in 
your  party  –  we’ll  reply  when  your  request 

is processed) or  you can certainly call  the 
office. Pricing available in July. 

Ashland – A Christmas
Tradition L

Twinkling lights, Cabaret dinner show and 
shopping ‘til you drop
3 Days • December 8-10

1. Get  into  the  holiday  spirit  by  taking  a 
no-fly  trip  to  our  favorite  city  in  southern 
Oregon, Ashland. Known to Sports Leisure 

travelers for their popular Chocolate Festival 
held  in  March  and  summer  Shakespeare 
Festival, we travel in the comfort of our luxury 
motorcoach north in early December to see 
Ashland and nearby Medford all dressed up 
for  the  holidays.  Our  accommodations  are 
at The Ashland Hills Hotel and Suites – 2 

nights. (L,D)

2. Have  your  Christmas  shopping  list  at 
the ready because we’re going to shop at the 
popular Harry & David Country Store. What 
are the holidays without Moose Munch? An 
Ashland city tour follows with a  local guide 
before  a  visit  to  Oregon  Cabaret  Theatre 
for  dinner  and  their  evening  production  of 
Christmas Contigo. Cultures collide when the 
daughter of the family returns home for the 
holidays with a new beau – he’s NOT Cuban 
and her aging Abuela is NOT pleased. The 
show is about Christmas traditions old and 
new as the family prepares for Noche Buena 
(Christmas Eve) rediscovering the meaning 
of  love,  the  value  of  memories  and  the 
importance of embracing life in the moment. 
(D)

3. The  return  drive  to  Sacramento  is 
interspersed  with  visits  to  the  Turtle  Bay 
Museum  and  famed  Sundial  Bridge  in 
Redding,  a  stop  for  lunch,  then  shop  from 
the  tasty  treats  available  at  Granzella’s 
featuring olives and so much more. (L)

This  2-night  package  includes 
accommodations,  motorcoach  transpor-
tation,  home  pick-up  and  return,  4  meals 
(2L,2D),  cabaret  ticket,  activities  and 
attractions  as  listed,  and  the  services  of  a 
Sports Leisure Tour Director. 850/950 Gold 
Passport Points

$825 p.p./dbl.occ., $940 single 
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Puttin’ on the Ritz for
Christmas 
Highlights include Sunday Brunch
at the Hayes Mansion and a Christmas
visit to Filoli
3 Days • December 12-14

1. Departing  the  Sports Leisure office 
bound  for  San  Jose,  the  first  stop  is  the 
lavish  award-winning  Champagne  Sunday 
Brunch  at  the  Dolce  Hayes  Mansion. 
Continue on  to  the charming community of 
Half Moon Bay and the Ritz Carlton Resort 

(2 nights).  Resembling  a  grand  European 
country estate, the Ritz is set on a rocky bluff 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean. (BR)

2. A  leisurely  morning  allows  time  to 
explore  the  Resort  and  enjoy  its  amenities 
to the fullest including a coastal trail, beach, 
gas fire pits, fitness center, indoor pool, hot 
tub and sauna. Spa services are available 
for  an  additional  cost.  Lunch  is  hosted  in 
Half  Moon  Bay  followed  by  a  visit  to  Filoli 
to see  the mansion and  formal gardens all 
decked out for the season. (L) 

3. Lunch is hosted on your drive back to 
the Capital City. (L) 

This 2-night package includes accommo-
dations,  motorcoach  transpor-tation,  home 
pick-up  and  return,  3  meals  (1BR,2L), 
activities and attractions as  listed, and  the 
services of a Sports Leisure Tour Director. 
1500/1800 Gold Passport Points

$1495 p.p./dbl.occ., $1795 single

A California
Christmas Mystery 
An in-state mystery adventure designed to 
put you in the holiday spirit!
5 Days • December 15-19

This  four-night  adventure  visits  three 
different  destinations  and  includes  a  wide 
variety of Christmas attractions. Lights? Yes, 
in a unique way. Let’s see, water, a ride on 
the rails, motorcoach, a short air flight in one 
direction, variety  is  the name of  the game. 
Lots  of  holiday  treats  (you  know  we  never 
miss  a  feeding),  accommodations of the 

finest order,  and a  true step back  in  time 
along the way. Even Santa would be jealous.

The  itinerary  includes  accommodations, 

airfare (one way), motorcoach transportation, 
home  pick-up  and  return,  countless 
mysteries  and  surprises,  9  meals  and  the 
services of a Sports Leisure Tour Director 
(or two). 2200/2500 Gold Passport Points 

$2200 p.p./dbl.occ., $2490 single

All Aboard the
Christmas Train 
Here’s a fun, close-to-home getaway 
assuring friendship and frivolity on 
Christmas Eve and Day
3 Days • December 23-25

1. Start your holiday like all good vacations 
should  –  by  sleeping  in!  The  California 
Zephyr leaves the Amtrak Station at 11 a.m., 
arriving  in  Reno  at  4  p.m.  Whether  there’s 
snow  or  not  the  trip  through  the  Sierra 
Nevada, complimented by a gourmet boxed 
lunch, is always stunning. Tonight enjoy the 
gaming  action,  dining  options  and  other 
exciting  opportunities  offered  in  The  Row, 
the  interconnected  entertainment  venue  in 
downtown Reno bringing the Silver Legacy, 
Eldorado and Circus Circus together under 
one roof. Silver Legacy – 2 nights (L)

2. Visit  nearby  Virginia  City  where  a 
walking tour led by a local “character” and 
holiday  scavenger  hunt  awaits  prompting 
you  to  visit  beautifully  decorated  shops, 
bars  and  historic  sites  as  your  interest 
warrants.  Of  course,  in  Virginia  City  bars 
and historic sites are often one in the same 
– not completely a bad thing! Back in Reno 
enjoy a traditional gift exchange and dinner 
followed by optional  church services. Let’s 
pray  “midnight  mass”  begins  well  before 
midnight! (FB,D)

3. Our fun and funky gift exchange assures 
lots  of  laughs  whether  you  could  end  up 
with a keeper or white elephant! A midday 
Christmas feast and the scenic drive home 
via Lake Tahoe’s south shore  is the perfect 
way to end our holiday expedition. (FB,L)

This  2-night  package  includes 
accommodations, Amtrak  ticket  (one way), 
motorcoach  transportation,  home  pick-up 
and  return,  activities  and  attractions  as 
listed,  5  meals  (2FB,2L,1D),  a  visit  from 
one  or  two  of  your  favorite  elves  and  the 
services of a Sports Leisure Tour Director. 
1100/1200 Gold Passport Points

$1060 p.p./dbl.occ., $1160 single 

Winter in Yellowstone
National Park A

Spend four incredible nights in Yellowstone 
National Park
7 Days • February 22-28, 2022

Join our select group of  just 17 travelers 
for  a  trip  to  the  winter  wonderland  that  is 
Yellowstone  National  Park.  Overnight  in 
Jackson, WY, where you’ll take a horse-drawn 
sleigh  ride  among  an  elk  herd  numbering 
into  the  thousands  at  the  National  Elk 
Refuge. Travel through Yellowstone National 
Park  on  custom  snow  coaches  to  witness 
the  unrivaled  beauty  of  this  American 
treasure covered in a mantle of white. Stay 
four nights inside the Park (2 nights each at 
Old Faithful Snow Lodge and  Mammoth 

Hot Springs Hotel). At press date only one 
single spot remains! A $400 fully-refundable 
deposit holds your seat. Pricing available as 
soon as possible. 

Alaska’s Aurora Borealis
Small group travel including unique 
activities and attractions only
possible in the wintertime  A E

7 Days • March 5-11, 2022

Journey north to Willow for the official start 
of the Iditarod! Our hospitality tent is right at 
the  starting  line,  a  great  spot  for  watching 
the  mushers  take  off  across  the  frozen 
lake. Dogsled at the homestead of Iditarod 
Champion Dallas Seavey. Two nights at the 
Talkeetna Alaskan Lodge  with  mountain-
view  rooms  overlooking  Denali  and  the 
Alaska  Range.  Ride  the  Alaska  Railroad 
Snow  Train.  View  dozens  of  ice  sculptures 
at  the  World  Ice  Art  Championships  in 
Fairbanks.  And  of  course  there  will  be 
Aurora  viewing  north  of  Fairbanks.  You 
must have winter clothes and be prepared 
for  average  temperatures  between  0-30 
degrees. You can rent winter clothes for an 
extra cost from an Alaskan company. A $600 
fully-refundable deposit holds your seat. 
Pricing available as soon as possible.

Visit us on the web at:
www.sportsleisure.com

Proud members of the
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Early  Registration  Payment  Discounts  listed  here  expire  on 
Friday, June 25, 2021; or may be withdrawn when 50% of the 
available  space  has  been  reserved.  To  receive  the  discount 
you must pay in full with ten days of registration. If you accept 
this  option  the  monies  paid  (less  a  $20  administrative  fee), 
including  the  cost  of  Cancellation  Protection,  are  returned  to 
you if you cancel more than 60 days prior to departure for US 
and  Canadian  tours,  or  75  days  prior  for  International  tours, 
regardless of the reason for cancellation. Inside the time limits 
noted  above  restrictions  on  refunds  apply.  See  the  Special 

Vacation Notes & Information brochure for complete details.

Oct. – Route 66 in California – $ave $40

Oct. – Spectacular Sedona – $ave $75

Dec. – Christmas in Victoria – $ave $75

Dec. – Ashland – A Christmas Tradition – $ave $25

Dec. – Puttin’ on the Ritz – $ave $40

Dec. – California Christmas Mystery – $ave $50

Dec. – All Aboard the Christmas Train – $ave $25

EARLY PAYMENT DI$COUNT COUPON

TOUR UPDATE…
A brief  list  of  tours which are  sold out,  or  have only a  limited 
amount  of  space  (10  or  fewer  seats,  number  in  parenthesis) 
remaining. Day trips are not listed.

Sold-Out Tours (waiting lists available)

Falling for Boise  Ferries/Towns of Puget Sound

Roll On Columbia  Pageant of the Masters #1

Soulful Santa Fe  San Juan Island Explorer

Michigan and the UP  Maine Lobster/Lighthouses

Reno Balloon Festival  No One EVER Goes There Mystery

Niagara Falls #1  Old West Mountain Mystery

ABQ Balloon Fiesta  Toe Tappin’ Tennessee

Epicurious?  Ozark Mountains/Branson

Bonjour Quebec #1  Candy-Covered Christmas Mystery

Maui/Kauai  A Mystery You Will Be Talking About  

  #1 & #2 

Limited Space (10 or fewer seats)

Highway 101 (4)  Sound of Music/Leavenworth (3)

The Dakotas (4)  Comedy Theatre/Tahoe #1 & 2 (8/7)

Crater Lake (4)  Cruising the St. Lawrence River (1)

Niagara Falls #2 (10)  Pageant of Masters #2 & 3 (3/4)

Capitol Reef (1)  Rails Around Colorado (9)

Catalina Island, Oct.(7)  California Christmas Mystery (10)

Winter in Yellowstone (1)  Key West/Miami/Everglades (3)

Temporary Office Hours:
9:00am – 3:00pm Monday – Friday

Closed weekends and major holidays

$ave $10–$40 per person on Cancellation Protection
Valid only when used with the adjacent coupon on the tours 

listed. Your savings depend on the double-occupancy price 
of the tour. $ave $10 on  tours  priced  from  $451-$800,  $ave 
$20 on tours priced from $801-$2250, $ave $30 on tours priced 
from $2251-$3500, $ave $40 on tours priced at $3501 or more. 
To receive the above discounts, you must pay in full within ten 
days of registration and purchase the protection at the time you 
pay for your tour.


